
Dear family,

I’m now back in Tacloban – this time with Raquel.

Last time I was here was during the first week of November. As you may recall I flew out of
Tacloban (on my scheduled return flight back to Manila) 12 hours before Typhoon Haiyan hit
this city. Monday, as we flew into Tacloban and as we drove from the airport to Bethel
International School I noticed that much of the city and buildings have been repaired. However
there still are many buildings in ruins.

It was great meeting up again with the translation team I trained back in November. They of
course have lots of stories to tell of how they survived the typhoon. Now that they have for the
most part repaired their homes and recovered from the typhoon (though emotionally many
probably will never totally recover), they are ready to once again get back into translation work.
They had asked me to come back and once again retrain them and guide them in the translation
work. Thanks to those who contributed, we were able to purchase four computers for those who
lost theirs during the typhoon. It is neat seeing them in use on this new translation.

Raquel and I are staying in the Staff apartments where I stayed the last time I was here. I had
sent a picture previously of what it looked like after the typhoon – with the roof blown off. Now
you can see in one of the pictures below that it is almost totally repaired. Actually the picture
below was taken a couple of days ago and since then they finished putting the galvanized roof on
the middle section – right above where Raquel and I are staying. I’m glad it did not rain the other
night, or Raquel and I could have had a shower while sleeping.

Our flight back to Manila is on the 17th. By that time we hope to have the team well on their way
towards producing an excellent Waray translation. Paul Varberg oversees the logistics with
regard to this translation. He just finished his update on their ministry here in Tacloban. In his
update below you can see some pictures of the before and after Typhoon Haiyan, as well as
yours truly and our translation team.

Thanks once again for your prayers and especially for our health. The Lord continues to be most
gracious to us. The Tagalog team in Calapan is doing a last oral read through of that translation.
We plan to be back with them from May 20 until the 24th and finish it off by the 24th to submit
it to Biblica for typesetting. The Cebuano is virtually done and we plan to submit it by the 14th.
I’m very pleased with the work of the two teams.

Praying you too are doing well.

Your partners in His Kingdom and for His Word,

Kermit and Raquel Titrud

Office Address in the U.S. and for contributions:

Wycliffe Bible Translators, PO Box 628200 , Orlando , FL 32862-8200

ONLINE GIVING:



www.wycliffe.org/Partnership.aspx?mid=BB7514

For previous updates, check the below website:

www.kermittitrud.org

[Typhoon Haiyan, known as Typhoon Yolanda in the Philippines, was one of the strongest
tropical cyclones ever recorded, which devastated portions of Southeast Asia, particularly the
Philippines, on November 8, 2013. It is the deadliest Philippine typhoon on record, killing at
least 6,268 people in that country alone. Haiyan is also the strongest storm recorded at landfall,
and unofficially the strongest typhoon ever recorded in terms of wind speed.]

Thank you so much for your Prayers!.



Thanks to Your Help We are Erasing Typhoon Haiyan's Damage.
Our school auditorium is on the third floor and was badly damaged by Typhoon Haiyan.  Though
we were able to put the roof back on in January.  The third floor needed all of its insulation
replaced, all of its ceiling replaced, most of its wiring replaced, and all of its lighting replaced. 
The auditorium also needed the stage repaired, curtains repaired, sound equipment repaired, air
conditioners replace or repaired,  walls repainted, and projectors and screens reinstalled.

It was a lot of work during a time when skilled workers and materials were hard to find. But
thanks to God’s help and your generous donations we had it ready for our graduation on April
26th.  Thank you donors and thank you God!



Two days before Typhoon Haiyan destroyed our city we finished two weeks of organizing and
training a team of translators committed to doing a new and better translation of the Bible into
the Waray language.  But the storm destroyed the homes of several on the team and destroyed
some of their laptops, too.  So the translation work has been on hold until now.

This past Monday Kermit Titrud, a consultant from Wycliff Bible translators, returned to spend
two weeks getting the translation work started again.  Please pray that God will help the
translation team to quickly learn the skills of translation and that God will guide them in making
the right translation choices.  Pray that God will help bring together a first class translation of the
Bible that will help God’s Word come alive to the 2.5 million Waray people.



The Staff apartments of Bethel International School lost the roof completely on Nov. 8th.  Now
almost six months later we are finally able to get a metal roof back on the first of the three staff
apartments.  Rain stopped the work for a few hours yesterday.  Please pray that in the next few
days God would direct the rain showers away from our school. Margie and I are excited about
finally being able to repair our ceilings and closets, and repainting our moldy apartment.  Thank
you Lord.

Typhoon Haiyan destroyed our Elementary gym as you can see from this picture.  It also
destroyed our High School gym.



At present we don't have a covered gym.  Many people treasure their memories of involvement
in high school sports.  You probably do.  Sports also provides the opportunity to for Godly
coaches to help young boys and girls grow in self-control, character and to develop disciplines
that will stay with them the rest of their lives.  Tacloban City receives over 100 inches of rain a
year so without a covered gym having regular practice is impossible.

Please help us build two gyms to replace the two that were destroyed.  We need $100 thousand
to build the Elementary Gym shown in the architect's perspective above.  We will need $300
thousand to build the High school Gym with showers and locker rooms.  Every gift makes a
difference.



Make our your check to Converge Worldwide and mail it to:

Converge Worldwide 
2002 S. Arlington Heights Rd.
Arlington Heights,  IL   60005

Include a note that you want your donation to go to Bethel International School, project 634290

Thanks to your generous help we have repaired or rebuilt 67 homes that were damaged by the
typhoon.

Click on the link below to view a short video showing some of them. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0mHqcoTJ0s

Thank you so much for your prayers and support

Your missionaries,

Paul & Margie


